A WEEKLY WORD Renee Noseworthy

Readings for the week of Oct. 26/25:
Joel 2:23-32

Psalm 65

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Luke 18:9-14

These readings bring me back to a time in my life that was not focused on pleasing
God. | was living my life, as many young adults do. Seeking God’s will wasn’t
important to me, but winning the approval of my peers was.

He was faithful to me in those years, even when | was not faithful to Him. Through the
words of the Prophet Joel, He reminds us that His promise of faithfulness, blessing and
restoration is for everyone, not just me.

Joel 2:23 says, “O children of Zion, be glad, and rejoice in the LORD your God, for he
has given the early rain for your vindication; he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.”

Just as God gives rain to nourish the crops, He gives us everything which is essential
to our nourishment, overall life, and wellbeing. He does that for us, even before we
turn to Him.

We all suffer hard times and loss sometimes. The good things that God intends for us
are taken from us, but all is not lost.

Joel 2:25-27 says, ‘1 will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which | sent among you. “You
shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has
dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall
know that | am in the midst of Israel, and that | am the Lord your God and there is none
else. And my people shall never again be put to shame.”

Then in Joel 2:13, we read, “Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.”

Even when we stray far enough from God that we think He would never take us back,
he says in Joel 2:32, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved”.



Friends, we can never go far enough away from Him that God can’t reach us.

2 Peter 3:9 assures us, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance.” In this passage, ‘to perish’ would mean being separated from God for all
of eternity. Our heavenly Father wants us to be reconciled with Him by inviting His Son
into our lives, so that we would get to spend eternity with Him.

| encourage you to call on the name of the Lord and be Saved, without delay.



